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Orr Shalom – Because every child deserves a home
Orr Shalom is Israel's largest non-profit organization providing residential and therapeutic services to children and youth at risk who have been removed from their homes by the social welfare services due to severe abuse and/or neglect. Since 1980, Orr Shalom has been giving loving homes to Israel's most vulnerable children, enabling them to overcome their pasts, break the cycle of violence and grow into productive, independent adults. 

Recent Developments at Orr Shalom

· The new Orr Shalom website went live this week. Packed with information, and in both Hebrew and English, the site will allow us to update people all over the world about our work. The site is easy to use and allows sharing of pages via social media utilities like Facebook and Twitter. Online donations can also be made quickly and securely. Go to www.orr-shalom.org.il and sign up for email updates today!

· Over the summer, Orr Shalom gained massive exposure by hosting a photography exhibition, "Child, Home, Light", at the Tel Aviv port and the Dizengoff Center. The exhibition, which was sponsored by the Federation of Greater Philadelphia, showcased Orr Shalom children's photographs on the theme of "Child, Home, Light," and were displayed alongside the work of Israel Prize-winning photographer Alex Levac. 

· Other summer fundraising events included a sold-out concert by legendary Israeli rock band Mashina, a performance of the Neil Simon play The Odd Couple at the Bima theater, and a young people's party at a Tel Aviv nightclub. All of these events succeeded in raising awareness and much needed funds for Orr Shalom's work.  

· The Orr Shalom Center for Foster-Parenting for Children and Youth at Risk, funded by the Federation of Greater Philadelphia, continues to flourish. The professional members of the team have begun recruiting and screening potential families. The center has allowed us to centralize our recruitment work, and we are looking forward to training new families throughout the coming months.  We have already seen a remarkable improvement in our work and we have a pool of 24 foster-parents waiting to be matched with foster-children. 
· The therapeutic-foster program has grown: this year we have 82 children. 

· Summer and Sukkot overnight camps were held for Orr Shalom children whose domestic situations are so dysfunctional, violent or abusive that it is impossible for them to return home for the holidays. These camps provide the children with a fun vacation experience in a therapeutic framework. During the camp the Israeli Friends Circle provided fun activities like horseback riding and barbeque dinners The next one will be held during Chanukah.  

· Twelve teenagers graduated from the group-homes this year. Eight of them are now in the army or doing national service. 

· Volunteers in recent months have included 15 senior psychologists providing training to Orr Shalom's psychologists; students from Hebrew University, Tel Aviv University, and the Technion tutoring and mentoring children and taking them on monthly field trips; senior adults in Modiin and Beit Shemesh processing and sorting new clothing donated to Orr Shalom children; 45 national service volunteers who contribute to our programs on a daily basis.

· The Reut staff attended professional seminars on the subjects of "Holding Technique" and "Therapeutic Environments" at the children's museum in Holon. In addition, around 40 professionals took part in the "Invitation to Silence" exhibit, an exhibit about deafness and communications, led by counselors who are themselves deaf. The subject relates to the fact that Reut's children have different ways of expressing themselves and being in contact with the world around them, and a special way of communicating their needs and feelings. 
· In June, there was a special seminar for house parents and cluster directors on the subject of sexuality. During the seminar, participants learnt about the normal to pathological continuum for sexual behavior for children from six to eighteen years of age, for whom house parents and cluster directors care. 

· The new school year began and we provided 500 school bags and other important equipment to the children. Great effort has been put into ensuring that the children have been supported during the first months of school, whether it be ensuring they have food for lunch or paying close attention to the progress they are making with their learning. 
· The Orr Shalom administrative center completed its move from its previous location Beit Nekofa to Beit Shemesh. Please note our change of address below. 
We are trying to make a transition to solely electronic correspondence. If you would like to receive these updates via email, please send your address to alexs@orr-shalom.co.il.
One girl's story
Dana (name has been changed) is 18, and in her final year of school. She has lived in the Ashdod home for four years. She was taken into Orr Shalom's care after the social services discovered she had been harming herself by stubbing cigarettes out on her own body. Her father was an alcoholic, and died homeless. Her mother remarried, and her step-father frequently made sexual advances towards her. When she joined the home Dana was at deeply despondent and depressed. She suffered from frequent bouts of extreme anger which she displayed in front of the staff and the other girls. She performed extremely poorly at school, which was especially tragic as it was clear she had great potential. Her relationship with her mother was extremely stormy and the meetings between them were often extremely confrontational. With time, and with the help of the staff – particularly the house-parents – Dana has begun to make impressive progress. Her grades last year at school were excellent, and her outbursts of anger have slowly disappeared. She now has a far greater sense of self-control. She is pleased with her achievements at school and understands how much the therapy and support she has received at the home has contributed to her progress. Dana is yet another example of the tremendous work that goes on daily in the Ashdod home.

We would like to thank you for your support of our work, particularly throughout these difficult times. We hope to be able to host you on a visit when you are next in Israel. 

Warm regards,

Michael Fisher






Director of Development 
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